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SUBJECT: SENEGAL CONFERENCE ON DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

1. A COLLOQUIM ON "DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS" HELD 
ITS OPENING SESSION THIS MORNING(SEPTEMBER 7) AT THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN DAKAR. THE COLLOQUIUM, CO-SPONSORED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS AND THE 
SENEGALESE ASSOCIATION FOR JURIDICAL STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
IS CO-CHAIRED BY NIALL MACDERMOTT, SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
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THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION AND ALIOUNE MBENGUE, MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE. 

2. THE WEEK-LONG COLLOQUIUM (SEPTEMBER 7-12) IS 
DIVIDED INTO SIX WORKING COMMISSIONS COVERING THE 
FOLLOWING TOPICS: (1) POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT; (2) INTER- 
NATIONAL ASPECTS; (3) PARTICIPATION OF THE GENERAL POPULATION; 
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(4) NON-DISCRIMINATION; (5)THE CITIZEN AND ADMINISTRATION: 

AN (6) JUDICIAL POWER. 

3. APPROXIMATELY 60 PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING 9 WOMEN, REPRE- 
SENTING 17 MOSTLY ERANCOPHONE WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES, THE 
OAU, ILO AND OTHER UN AGENCIES ARE IN ATTENDANCE. THE COUN- 
TRIES ARE: BENIN, CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE), CENTRAL AERICAN 
EMPIRE, CAMEROON, GABON, IVORY COAST, 

MALI, MAURITANIA, NIGER, RWANDA, SENEGAL, TOGO AND UPPER 
VOLTA. FRANCE AND BELGIUM ARE ALSO REPRESENTED. 

4. MR. KEBA MBAYE, PRESIDENT OE THE SENEGALESE SUPREME 
COURT AND RECENT PRESIDENT OE THE 4TH SESSION OE THE 
UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION GAVE THE OPENING 
ADDRESS. HIS REMARKS COVERED A WIDE RANGE OF DEVELOPMENT 
ASPECTS. THE MOST BASIC QUESTION, ACCORDING TO MR. MBAYE, 

IS WHETHER IT IS IN FACT POSSIBLE TO HAVE DEVELOPMEMQ, 

WHILE RESPECTING ALL OF THE "HUMAN RIGHTS" SPECIFIED IN THE 
UN UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. HE ARGUES THAT IT 
IS POSSIBLE, BUT A MONSTROUS CHALLENGE FOR ALL DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. 

5. THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT ARE MOST IMPOR- 
TANT TO THIS CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO MR. MBAYE. SO OFTEN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE SEDUCED INTO THE ARMS RACE, HE SAID, 
SQUANDERING PRECIOUS RESOURCES ON WEAPONS OF WAR.HEY ARE 
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PAWNS IN AN EAST- WEST WAR OF IDEOLOGY, RESULTING IN A GREATLY 
UNSTABLE INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT - A PRIME REQUIREMENT 
FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF MOST DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIES. COUNTRIES MUST FIRST DECIDE WHAT THEY WANT, 

AND HOW BEST TO ENSURE HUMAN RIGHTS WITHIN THAT CONTEXT. 
COHEN 
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